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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Caſe has been written 
and printed, without the Knowledge of any 
One of the Diſſenting Miniſters, concerned in 
the preſent Application to Parliament: The 
Author deſires, therefore, if any Thing con- 
tained in it ſnould be judged improper, that 
the Blame may fall upon himſelf only, and 
not be imputed to the Prejudice of a Cauſe, 
which he wiſhes to ſerve; and which he thinks 
deſerving of the Patronage of eyery Friend of 
Cjvil and Religious Liberty. gf 
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DISSENTING MINISTERS, Ge. 


HE Reaſonableneſs of Toleration, 

has been ſo demonſtrably proved 

by Mr. Locke, that no Man, ſince the 

Publication of his Letters, has ventured” 
to diſpute it. 


THE Benefits of Toleration, this Na- 
tion, for more than fourſcore er has 


been experiencing. 


Arx the Revolution that great Eta of 
Liberty and of Proteſtantiſm, one of the 
firſt Concerns of Parliament was to grant 
to all Proteſtants, diſſenting from the 
Church of England, a Liberty of meet 
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ing together for che Exerciſe of their own 


their Opinions altered in ſome of thele 
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religious Worſhip. 


In the Year 1689, when the Tole- 
ration Act was paſſed, the Diſſenters were 
ſtricter Calviniſts, and more zeabus Ad- 
herents to the Doctrinal Parts of the 
Thirty- nine Articles, than many of the 
W Ulergy m_——— were. 

Tinh AR of Toleration 3 by 
excuſing them from the Articles of Diſ- 
ripline, granted them Relief i in al} which 
they wanted; and, by Girecting that 


they mould tobleribe the reſt, required 


no more of them than what they thetn- | 
felves deſired. 3 


W wole the Writings of Biſhop Taylor, 
Stillingffett,  Titlotſon, ' Bernet, Hoadly, 
Clarke, and the beſt Church of Eng 
Divines; from a more exact Study of 
e Holy Scriptures; and from the gene- 
ral Improvement in all | Parts of Know- 
Courte uf Years, the Diflenters how find 


Articles, 


[83 
Articles, which had not then heen- ſo 


carefully examined, and cannot eg 


Ther do not. take upon 5 ta 
judge of others: But, after diligently 
endeavouring to underſtand the Mean- 
ing of them, and ſerioufly examining 
their own Hearts, they find that they 
cannot declare their ſolemn. Aﬀent and 
Conſent to them, conſiſtently with Sin- 
cerity and a good Conſcience, © 


_ » HENCE it ariſes, that the Intention of 
the Toleration Act is fruſtrated : And, 
though at the Time of paſſing. it meant 
to give to the Diſſenters a legal Right to 
the Exerciſe of divine Worſhip! in their 
own Manner, and at that Time actually 
did give it them; yet now it does not. 
The Act is rendered ineffeQtua}, and their 
Miniſters ſtand "expoſed to the Penal 
| Laws of Charles II. by the Toleration's 
being made to depend upon a Condition, 
which at that Time they could with Sin- 
cerity comply with, but which now _y 
cannot, - 
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| In theſe their Scruples, whether they 
are right or wrong is not the Queftion 
but whether they are crimmally wrong: 
Crimes only being the Object of Puniſh- 
ment, | 


No Man in this enlightened Age ail 
ſay, that a Diſſenting Miniſter's merely 
Preaching to his People is a Crime, which 
merits Fining, Impriſoning, and Baniſh- 
ment; or that his adminiſtring the Sa- 
crament merits an additional Fine of one 
Hundred Pounds; five and twenty of 
which is given as an Encouragement 
to the Informer. | | 


No Man would wiſh to ſee theſe Seve- 
rities put into Execution. 


Is it not then a Diſgrace to our Sta- 
tute-Book, to ſuffer Laws to ſtand there, 
which __ never to be executed, 


Ix the two Reigns — the Re- 
ypolution, the penal Laws were the chief 
Inſtruments 


171 
Inſtruments in the Hands of a” popiſh 
King and popiſh Miniſters, - to divide 
Proteſtants, and make them hate one 
another worſe than Papiſts: and the 
Severities of them were made Uſe of on 
Purpoſe to force the Diſſenters to petition 
for a general Toleration; and to prepare 
the Nation to receive ſuch a one, as ſhould 
include both Papiſts and Diſſenters. 


; 


Is it not then the moſt natural Method 
of expreſſing our Regard to Proteſtant 
Chriſtianity, to aboliſh thoſe ſevere Laws, 
which were made Uſe of by Papiſts on 
Purpoſe to deſtroy it? 


Micr we not appeal to the ſpiritual 
Part of our Legiſlators, whether it be 
| agreeable to the Precept of our great 
Maſter, to bind theſe grievous Burdens, 
and to retain theſe Terrors over others, 
which cannot poſſibly be of any Benefit 
to the eſtabliſhed Church, and which all 
Men would fo heavily feel when, laid 


ppon themſelves ? 


1 

As it conſiſtent; with the Spirit of Law- 
making, or did any wiſe Legiſlature ever 
alledge as an Argument, for the continu- 
ing of a Law, that it is ſo very unrea- 
ſonable that there is no Danger of any 
one's putting, it in Execution ? 


- SHALL thes (it may be fad) profligate 
and vicious Men be allowed to preach, and 
ape the Manners of the People ? 

- Victovs' FA Frog” Ge Men doubtleſs 
ought, if poſſible, to be kept out of 
every Church; but Subſcriptions will 
keep them out of none. What Hold 
can be had from Principle on Men, who 
are void of Principle? Or what Security 
in the Truth of Men, who deny or de- 
ſpiſe the ſacred Obligations of it? Make 
as many Articles as you will, "ey will 
ſubleribe them all. | 


' SHALL then Daft, or ue Seoffers $ 
 be' ſuffered to preach ? and from the Pul- 
pit undermine the Chriftian Religion # 

* 5 deny 
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2 the Trinity ? or revile the Service of 
bony. N e 

ö 


A Drier pon Princip out never 
wiſh to be a Preacher of the 'Golpel; 


and he that has no Principle will are 
tainly go into che Church "REC there 
is the woſt eo be got by it. en 
I bandit 

As to the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
that is ſufficiently guarded by the roth 

of King William: An Act, which needs 
no additional Severities to prdtect a 
Doctrine, concerning which good Men in 
all Ages have been of different Opinions, 
and which many great Divines of the 
Church of England have not thought to 
be of ſo much Importance. They, how- 
ever, who think it of the moſt Impor- 
tance, will find themſelves by that Act 
armed with all the neceſſary Powers for 
its Maintenance. Nor will any one, 
who reads the Act, find himſelf in the 
leaſt Degree more diſpoſed to impeach - 
that Doctrine after the 1 of this | 
Bill, than he was before. 


* 
- As 
1 4 
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5 As to che Eiturgy, that is abundantly 
ſecured by the iſt of Elizabeth, which 
enacts, that If any Perſon ſhall preach, 
& ſpeak, or declare any Thing in Dero- 
« pation, or depraving of the Book of 
« Common Prayer, he ſhall, for the 
« firſt Offence, ſuffer a Twel ve-Month 
« Impriſonment, and for the ſecond be 
6 ay e for Rr ba 


Bur ſhall Butbyfufte 97 all Sorts bs 
fuffered to. get into Pulpits#'' Men, who 
deſpiſe the written Word of Cad, and *. 


tend to e, n ?. 


Ir any ſuch ſhould ariſe, in yain wil 
human Laws oppoſe their Authority 
againſt Men, who think that they act 
under the divine; and human Prudence 
will judge it much wiſer to ſuffer wild 
Enthuſiaſm to vent itſelf in its own Wen. 
and e ſo much the dane. 


— 


. in ka, who are ive Kast 
ſaaſts of the preſent Times? the Enthu+ 
ſiaſts, againſt whom many of our Biſhops 
Rü | have 


Inu ! 
have ſo learnedly engaged? Are they 
not the Methodiſts? Men, that are 
ſprung out of the Church, and not from 
the Diſentert; and Men, who, of all 
others, are OT Zealots for "the 


thirty-nine Articles? 


SHOULD any PA Inagination, 
or monaſtic Melancholy, ftill raiſe up 


to itſelf Spectres of I know not what 
Herefies and Schiſms, and fancy that 
unknown and untried Evils are to ariſe 
out of this Exemption ; even ſuch ima» 
ginary Terrors may well ſubſide, when 
it is conſidered, that the Difſenters preach« 
ing without ſubſcribing is not a new 
Experiment to be made now; but is a 
Practice, which has already ſubſiſted for 
theſe forty or fifty Years paſt, and no 
evil Conſequences have ariſen from it; 
and ſurely their making the folemn De- 
claration, which is now propoſed, is at 
leaſt a better Security, than * _—_ 
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1 
2 * 4 . 


.C Wuar- 


| 


3 
1 WHATEVER Streſs the preſent Right 
Reverend Bench may lay on enforcing 
Subſcription upon Diſſenters, their learned 
Predeceſſors in King Villiam's Time 
zudged it à Matter of | fo little Conſe- 
quence, that the Toleration Bill, as 
framed by the Biſhops and Judges in the 
Houſe of Lords, and W = 
e, UA IEA aging | 


Lu. 101 


e e ee Toleration | Arche 
Quakers are not required to: ſubſcribe 
any one of the Articles of the Church 
of England. The Makers of that AQ, 
therefore, could not have thought ut 

eriminal to doubt of any of.-the. thirty 
four doctrinal Articles, nor have thought 
it neceſſary to prevent from preaching 
Men, who did not ſubſcribe them. 
Een that ſingle Declaration, which the 
Quakers do make, had never been 
thought of by the Legiſſature, if they 
themſelves had not voluntarily offered it. 
Nod imprudens Factum, (ſays Mr. Locke} 
multi inter illos, & Cordatiores, valle 
dolent.. If the Church was not injured, 
nor 


113] 

nor the Conſciences of Churchmen vio- 
lated, by the allowing of one Set of 
Diſſenters to preach without any Obli- 
gation to ſubſcribe the Articles; ho-. 
then | can either of theſe be affected, by 
allowing the ſame Exemption to the 
e deut aud cue re aT FR 
. 9H He's 0320 445} 03 16. 
Tun Toleration fin. Stotlend: requires 
no Subſcription to the Articles of che 
rr Church of Scotland, To vo 
al. 4111 to inomimlin H. grmntog offe 
? Bor what is deciſive upon this Pot 
is, that the ENS in nn requires 


ee ops 1 ST * 
Saaten var 1% 

Aan Church has! been (ai a 

over ſince the 6th: of I. though” 


the! Diſſenters there do not tubſcribe the 
Articles, may not the Church be juſt as 
2 eee as it is in Ireland?” 447 


" ” £ . 
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hiv: ſhort, Men may ſearch for what 
diſtant Pretenees they pleaſe; but the 
common Senſe of Mankind will 'ever be 
2 as it now ſtands, Ie 

C 2 there 
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there any Man ſuch a Stranger to the 
Right of private Judgment, as to fay, 
that the not being able to give a ſolemn. 
Aſſent and Conſent to all and every one 
of the doctrinal Articles, is a Crime 
meriting a poſitive Puniſhment from the 
State? Is there any Man ſuch a Stran- 
ger to the firſt Principles of Toleration, 
as to fay, that a diſfenting Miniſter's 
preaching a Sermon in his own licenſed 
Place of Worſhip is a Crime deferving. 
the poſitive Puniſhment of the Magi- 
firate? If then neither, of theſe Things 
are Crimes in themſelves, can two in- 
nocent Actions put together make a 
criminal one? Yes: it may perhaps 
be replied, as the law now ſtands, he 
ſhould not preach without having ſub- 
ſcribed. True, it does ſay fo, and that 
is the very Evil 'we complain of : that 
the Law, not intentionally, but :acci- 
dentally, makes an innocent Action 
criminal, and puniſhes it more ſeverely 
than Actions, which are really criminal: 
which is the very Evil, which the Tole- 
ration Act meant intentionally to redreſs, 
| | and 


( ws] 
and which we now aſk. to have «ay 
redreſſed. Nein un 5 * 


— — ſaid, e 
Diiſſenters this, they may aſe for ſomething 
mare * and is not that Allegation a tacit 
Acknowledgment, that 75 Requeſt, at 
leaſt, is not unreaſonable? And is not. 
the granting that which: is reaſonable, 

the beſt Preparative, and the moſt folid 
| Juſtification, of our refuſing. that W 

nnn „ 


| Cay it be — that ** Men ill 
give themſelyes. the Trouble of preciſely 
marking out the Diſtinction between rea- 

ſonable and unreaſonable Requeſts ; when 
thoſe, who are the beſt able, decline 
it, and chooſe to give an indiſcrimi- 


nate Refuſal to them both? 


Nor — add wat che excmpting of their 
* from Penalties, and the enti- 
tling of their Laity to e very 
different Things. "AY 


— 


1 "Bode 


* The Repeal of the Teſt-AR, | 


161 
Doxs then any one intline to put the: 
Laws in Force againſt them? and is the' 
Application 7 900 £4550 wa o yy 
Fu . 0 
5 NW r t 
No, it is öl But that + bs the very 
Reafon which makes this the pro- 
per Time for them to apply for 
Relief. Such i is the unhappy Situation 
of the Diſſenters, that, as the Law now 
ſtands, Men always have it in their Power 
to perſecute them: They have an entire 
Confidence in the Lenity and Wiſdom of 
Government, that they have not the Will 
to do it; and it is this favourable: - 
Diſpoſition, which makes the preſent 
the only proper Seaſon to afk to be 
ſecured againſt future Danger. Should 
there ariſe another Race of civil or eccle- 
ſiaſtical Governors, who ſhould have the' 
Will to perſecute them, it would be to 
little Purpoſe for the Diſſenters to aſk of 
them to give up the Power to do it. "They 
believe that every Lord of Parliament is 
convinced of the Equity and of the Be- 
nefit of Toleration; They thankfully 
| acknow- 


ſoup ] 
acknowledge the Felicity. of the Age, 
and are ſatisfied that no Part of the Legifla- 
tare would deſire to ſee thoſe very ſevere 
Penal Laws put in Force againſt them: 
They are ſure that no Lord of Parliament 
would ſo far diveſt himſelf of Humanity, 
as to become himſeſf their Perſecutor e 
They believe that no Man would wiſh to 
ſee any one elſe perſecute them; and it 
is that very perſusſion which andes them 
now apply to the Equity of the Houle, 
and beg that their Lordſhips would: not 
leave it in the Power of any one elſe to 
perſecute them. "Tis from Friends only 
they can aſk for Security; they well 
know that they muſt not "ag" _— it 
1 15 OG 


Sa 
THERE may be Nos dun ler in the 
Kingdom who may ſecretly wiſh for an 
Opportunity to put theſe Penal Laws' In 
Force : But even ſuch Men know that 
the Principles of Perſecution in this en- 
lightened Age, are ſo extremely odiots, 
that they dare not openly àvoπ² them: 
Such Men, n at preſent, will 
8 I 6 only 
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only ſay, What need of altering. the 
Law, ſince. we don't intend to make 
Uſe of it? This was the Language of 
narrow Minds at the Time of paſſing the 
Toleration Act. Some propoſed,- ſays 
Biſhop Burnet *, that the AF? ſhould be only 
temporary; as a neceſſary Reſtraint upon 
the Diſſenters : That tbey might demean 
themſelves ſo as to merit the Continu- 
ence of it, when the Term of Years now 
Mered migbt be expyred. But this was 
rejected: There was now an univerſal In- 
clination to paſs the Att ; whereas there 
might not be the ſame good Diſpoſition 
at another Time. That Houſe of Lords 
was too wiſe and generous. to adopt 
any of the Pretences to Bigotry and 
Perſecution. We have lived to ſee the 
Wiſdom of it: And have experienced 
the Benefits of Toleration for ſo many 
Years ſince to very little Purpoſe, if in 
this more enlightened Age aur Senti- 
ments are not as liberal as Heir, and if © 
the preſent Houſe of Lords is not at 
pale as generous as that was. 


mn 7", . 0 N 111 1 — 
1 1 LY es i n 


* Hiſt. Vol. ii. P. 10. 


oP 
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Tuts Plea of Non-Intention to èxe= 
cute them, is not a new Argument, but 
has been the Pretence for the continuing 


give us the moſt favourable Opinion of 
this Argument to eonſider, that it ope- 


Reaſonings. The direct Rule of civil 
Politicks is: the more abſurd the Law 
the more Reaſon for repealing it. But 
the Rule of eecleſiaſtie Politics runs 
inveriy; the mote abſurd the Law, the 
teſs likely to be executed, and: therefore 
the leſs Reaſon for repealing it. The 
moſt eruel and abſurd of all penal Laws; 
was the Writ" de Heretiro comburendo, 
Queen Mary's Fires had put it out of 
Countenance, and the Argument of 
Non-Intention in that Caſe was ſtrongeſt 

of all. It is not neceſſary to ſay how 
it was uſed in the Year 1677 when 
that Writ was taken away. In the pre- 
ſent Application, which is only for taking 
away the Writ de Heæretico iniprifonands; 


this Argument is not quite enn 
5 1 


_ bf all penal Laws. It does not indeed 


rates in juſt the contrary Way to all other 


1 a0 J 
The Diſſenters for their own Sakes don' 
wiſh to * it. 


ne the Statute which came the neareſt 
to that for Burning them, was the 
35th of Eliaaletb. by which the 
Puritans were condemned to abjure 
the Realm; and if they returned, to 
ſuffer Death. In the Year 1681, when 
the Eyes of the Nation were open'd 
and it was ſeen that the Deſign of the 
Court was to bring in Popery, under 
the Cover of executing. the penal Laws 
againſt the Diſſenters, a Motion was 


made in the Houſe of Commons for the 


| Repeal of this very ſevere Law. The 
Bill paſt eaſily there: But, ſays Biſhop 
Burnet, It went heavily in the Houſe 
Lords; for many of the Biſhops, tho? 
s they were not for putting that Law in 
* Execution, which had never been 
* done, but in one ſingle Inſtance; yet 
% they thought the Terror of it was of 
* ſome Uſe; and that the repealing it 
* might make the Party more inſolent. 
On the * of the Prorogation, the 

Bill 


3 
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* Bill ought to have been offered to 
« the King; but the Clerk of the 
„% Crown, by the King's particular 
„Order, withdrew the Bill. The King 
« had no Mind openly to deny it; but 
he had leſs Mind to paſs it.” 


IN the Morning, before they were 
prorogued, two Votes were carried 
in the Houſe of a very extraordinary 
Nature: the one was, that the Laws 
made againſt Recuſants ought not to 
&« be executed againſt any but thoſe of 
* the Church of Rome. That was in- 
„ deed the primary Intention of the 
% Law: yet all Perſons who came not 
4 to Church, and did not receive the 
* Sacrament once a Year, were within 
„ the Letter of the Law. The other 
Vote was, that it was the Opinion 
« of that Houſe, that the Laws againſt 
« Difſenters ought not to be executed . 
Yet how much ſoever the Nation was 
then alarmed with the Danger of Popery, 

D 2 and 
| 


0 Burner Hiſt. vel. Fel. 95. 
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and averſe to Seyerities againſt Diſſenters, 
no ſooner had the King diſſelved his 
Oxford Parliament, but Addreſſes came 
up to Court from all Parts of the King - 
dom; ſome of which reflected ſeverely 

* on the Non-Conformiſts; and thanked 
„ the King for his not repealing that 
* Act of the 35th of Elizabeth, which 
te they prayed might be put in Execu- 
* tion f. Whatever Sentiments for 
Liberty of Conſcience may at preſent 
prevail, have not the Difſenters juſt Rea- 
ſon to be apprehenſive, that the Tide of 

popular Opinion may not run a the 
— Way? | (3g 


Bur why could not they have kept their 
own Council, and not have diſcovered this 
their weak Side to the World? | 


TRE have kept their own Council 
for fifty Years together, and few Secrets 
relating to large Bodies of Men have 
been kept longer, 


THEY 


* Burnet, Vol. i, F ol. 500, 


„ 
* . " 
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THEY were now called to this Appli- 
cation by the Voice of the Publick, and 


muſt have been ſtrangely wanting to their 
own Safety to have * it. 


WiTHouT their 1 but not 
without their Thanks, their Caſe w 
* publiſhed, and brought under the im- 
mediate View of the Legiſlature. In 
the Houſe of Commons many Gentle - 

men on both Sides of the Queſtion then 
before them, voluntarily declared their 
Senſe of the Hardſhip, which the Diſ- 
ſenters laboured under, in being obliged. 
to ſubſcribe the Articles of the Church, 
to which they did not belong, and in 
which they did not ſeek Promotion : and 
ſignified their Readineſs to conſent to a 
Bill for their Relief. Could they refuſe. 
to liſten to ſuch an Invitation? 


Tur Event has proved that they 
judged rightly of the Occaſion, and that 
that was the real Senſe of the Houſe ; 3, 
but nine Members having on any Day 
been to be found to vote againſt this Bill, 


| 


i 
| 
I 
| 
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Now therefore ſince this publi > 
Notice, their Toleration ſtands upon ten- 
derer Ground than it did before : Their 
Danger is increaſed by its Notoriety, and 
they are put under the Neceſſity of fly- 
mg to the Juſtice of Parliament for 
_— {oo 


TRE are now compelled to ſay aloud, 
what before they always ſaid to themſelves: 
that, as innocent Subjects, they have 
a Right to owe their Security to the Pro- 
tection of the Laws of their Country, 
and not merely to the Pavour of its Go» 
vernors. 


Anp though chews thankfully acknow- 
body that hitherto they have been ſhel- 
tered .from Proſecutions by the Favour 
of Government, yet, that is a Screen, 
which is now ſeen through, and may not 
hereafter prove ſufficient for their Pro- 
tection. | 


* SHOULD evil minded Perſons take up 
the Trade of informing againſt them, 
what is it, which can be expected? 

has | 5 . 0 MEN 


l | 
. | ay 
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MEN may wiſh, as much as they 
pleaſe, that the Diſſenters would ſubſcribe 
the Articles; and they may condemn 
their Miniſters, as much as they pleaſe, 
for not ſubſeribing; but is there any Lord, 
Temporal or Spiritual, who will ſay, 
that he wiſhes to revive the Severities of 
the Bartholomew-day,' 1662; when two 
thouſand diſſenting Miniſters were turned 
out of their Livings. If no Lord will 
avow this, what good End then can be 
anſwered, by letting looſe Informers 
upon them, and running the Riſk of 
creating Uneaſineſs in every County 
in the Kingdom? merely for the ſake 
of forcing down the Articles upon 
Men, who do not belong to the Church, 
and who therefore have _— to do 
with them? . 


THEY who are leſs affected by celigi 
ous Conſiderations, may perhaps be 
more diſpoſed to attend to the Subject, 
when conſidered in a political Light. 
Whatever we may think of the preſent 


LEE 


Times, there may come a Prince, and 


a Set of Miniſters, Laymen or Ecele- 
ſiaſtics, who may ſorm a Defign to en- 
ſlave us. Should fuch an evil Day come, 
is there any one Thing, which they would 

more defire, or which would be a greater 
Furtherance in the executing of theit 


Deſign, than their having large Bodies of 


Men all over the Kingdom, obnoxious 


to penal Laws, and fubject to their 


Mercy ? Would any good Engliſoman 
then wiſh to leave it in the Power of 
ſome future bad Miniſter, to be able to 
intimate to the diſſenting Teacher in any 
Borough in the Kingdom, Sir, give your 
Vote for my Candidate, and uſe your 
Intereſt for him with your People in the 
Corporation Town where you preach, or 
expect to be baniſhed out of it, and to 
be ſent to the County Jail, if ever you 


eome within * Miles of i. 


Bor his, it las been ſaid, Gon 
Attack upon the Church, added to ſeveral 
others made in the ſame — 1 


TRE 


CES 
Tur taking innocent Men out of the 
Reach of Informers, and exempting them 
from a Liableneſs to Fines and Impri- 
ſonment, an Attack upon the Church? 


Dots the Church then live by the 
Power of perſecuting other Men, that 
do not belong to it? or can the rendering 
innocent Men unhappy tend to its ts Edifi- 
cation 4.8 5 


Do Men wiſh to retain the Power of 
perſecuting as a Support to the Church? 
of as an Ornament to the Church ? They 
cannot ſurely pay it a worſe Compliment 
than to 1 either. 


Is our holy Religion the ſafer, or 
are Churchmen the happier for their 
having a Power of haraſſing Diſſenters ? 
Far be it from me to fuppoſe, that the 
Members of any Chriſtian Church ſhould 
wiſh to indulge fo unchriſtian a Pleaſure, 
as that of holding other Men at their 
Mercy. But if there ſhould be an; N 


uahappy Diſpoſition, it is ſurely 
E Gage 
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innocent Men. ſhould be put out. of the 
Reach of it. nn 

"by oh T 10 cannot in Conſeience affent , to 
this, has been the Language of ſome. 

"Tp J lama 5 Coolcience doubt 
leſs. is ſacred, and every Man is bound 


to obey, it; but if Conſcience, will. not 
permit our Legiſlators to allow the free 


Liberty of preaching to Men, who make 
the ſolemn Declaration in this Bill, will 


not Conſcience much more oblige them 


not to leave this Liberty of preaching ow: 


Men,. who make no Declaration at all ? ? 
So far therefore as Conſcience. is con- 
cerned in retaining the Obligation to 
ſubſcribe, Conſcience: muſt be concerned 
in enforcing. it: and if the Plea of 
Conſcience, be brought for keeping up 
this Sword of Juſtice ſtill hanging over 
the Diſſenters Heads, ſurely they have 
juſt Cauſe to tremble, left the ſame 


Plea, of Conſcience may be hereafter 


urged for the letting it fall on them. 
The beſt Oe: which the Op- 


poſers 
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poſers of this Bill have hitherto tren 
for the Continuance of the Law in its 
preſent State, is, that they never intend 
to make Uſe of it; but the Plea of Con- 
| ſcience ſuperceeds all theſe merciful Dif- 
poſitions. And when the retaining this 
Law is conſidered as the Cauſe of God, 
which it muſt be to make it a Matter. of 
Conſcience, the exerting it may but too 
eaſily come to be thought doing him 
good Service. Charity itſelf therefore 
muſt dictate to every lay Lord the 
Amendment of the preſent Law, in order 
to preſerve: the Conſciences of Chureli- 
men from being entangled in the Ex- 
Sutlon of 1 wot 


n Wwe CIs 1 told; a Ae 
a Deift, or even a Mabomeran, might 
fubſeribe the Declaration in this | Bill. 
The Diſſenters hope, that their Chriſ- 
tianity will not be queſtioned by thoſe, 
who ſhould better / underſtand the Im- 
port of the Words, and the | ſolenin 
Nature of this Declaration. I it ſhould 
be, all which they have to reply is, 
bey hope that they ſhould tremble-4t 

Iidy7 E 2 . . le: 
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the Thought of committing themſelves, 
or of charging any one elſe with being 
guilty of ſo groſs an Act of Inſincerity. 
Will a Mahometan renounce his Coran, 
and ſay that he receives the New Teſta- 
ment for the Rule of his Faith and PraQtice? 


Ir they could have been capable of 
ſuch Prevarication in the Sight of Al- 
mighty God, they need not have come 
to Parliament to be relieved rom Sub- 


ſcription, 


Bur in * as ſuch uncharitable 
Suppoſitions have been made, they beg 
Leave now to add, as the uniform and 
avowed Principle of the Diſſenters, 
that, as they believe the holy Scriptures 
to be the Word of God, ſo they receive 
them with that ſupreme Reverence, 
which is due to them as the Word of 
God, and which is due to no other 
Writing zut the Word of God; That 
they hold it their Duty to believe all 
which they find in the Word of God, 
and that no Man is bound to believe, 
and much leſs has any Right to compel 
* to profeſs * believe any Thing, 

which 


I * 1 

which they do not find to be contained 
in the Word of God. That they wil- 
lingly read any human Compoſition pro- 
feſſing to help them to the Underſtanding 
af the Word of God; but that they 
receive na human Compoſition as an 
authoritative Interpretation of Scripture z 
becauſe that is a ſetting up of that human 
Compolit! ion above the Word of God: 

it is the making the Compoſition of 
Man the Teſt of the Word of God, 
whereas they have ever learned to make 
the Word of God the Teſt of every hu- 
man Compoſition, They believe that 
the holy Scriptures are the only and the 
ſufficient Rule of Faith and Practice, 
and can ſubmit to the Authority of no 
human Deciſions as a ſupplemental 
Amendment to them, They believe the 
holy, Scriptures-to contain the Whole of 
that Revelation, which God has been 
pleaſed to make to us, and dare not 
acknowledge any ſuch Defects in that 
Revelation, as to need the Aſſiſtance. of 

human Wiſdom to ſupply them. They 
ſee that all the Works of God are perfect 
in their ſeveral Kinds, and they believe 
that 


By 


„ 
chat God never gave is Word for Man 


to — — 


TREsx have been the unvaried Senti- 
ments of the Diſſenters, and they are 
confirmed in them by the concurrent 
Senſe of the greateſt Writers of the 
Church of England, from the Refor- 
mation to this Day. At the Time, 


when the Engliſh Government, and other 


proteſtant States, ſeparated themſelves 


from the Church of Rome, the authori- 


fative Interpretations of Scripture, ' and 
the Deciſions of the Church, were all 
againſt them. They were then the Schiſ- 
matics and the Heretics. The firſt Re- 
formers therefore all appealed from theſe 
Deciſions to the Scriptures themſelves, 


and acknowledged them as the only Rule 


of Faith. By the Religion of Pro- 
« teſtants, (ſays the great Chillingworth } 
* do not underſtand the Doctrine of 
« Luther, of Calvin, or Melancton, or 
« the Confeſſion of Auguſta or Geneva, 
« nor the Catechiſm of Heidelberg, nor 


1 * the Articles of the Church of England; 


but 
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1 but that, wherein they all agree; and 
« which they all ſubſcribe, as a perfect 
« Rule of their Faith and Actions, that 
« is the Bible, the Bibie, the Bible, I 
« ſay, the Bible only is the Religion of 
„ Proteſtants—In a Word, there is no 
c ſufficient Certainty, but of Scripture 
« only, for any conſidering Man to 
„ build upon. This therefore, and this 
only, I have Reaſon' to believe: this 

« I will profeſs: according to this 1 
« will live, and for this, if there be 
« Occaſion, I will not only willingly, 
“ but even gladly loſe my life; though 
4 I ſhould be ſorry that Chriſtians ſhould 
« take it from me. Propoſe me any 
„Thing out of this Book, and require 
« whether I believe or no, and, ſeem 
* it never ſo incomprehenſible to human 
„ Reaſon, I will ſubſcribe it with Hand 
« and Heart, as knowing, no /Dembn= 
„ ſtration can be ſtronger. than this: 
God hath faid fo, therefore it is true. 
In other Things, I will take no Man's 
« Liberty of Judgment from him, nei- 
„ther | ſhall any Man take mine from 
| „ me, 


' 


1] 
1 


| 
| 


A 
& me, I will think no Man the werls 
% Man, nor the worſe Chriſlian: I will 
« love no Man the leſs for differing in 
& Opinion from me; and what Mea- 
„ ſure I mete to others, I expect from 
them again. I am fully aſſured, that 
4 God does not, and therefore that Men 
* ought not, to require any more of 
« any Man than this, to believe the 
4 Scriptures to be God's Word, to en- 
& deavour to find the true Senſe of it | 
« and to nen to * ns 


mes eke ere on AR a 
dd for the Faith is wholly employed 
upon this 5 ee 0 s 


4 Turn RE are n Chriſtians, (fays 
« he) and a very numerous Body of 
& Men they are, who know. no other 
© Guide but the living Guide of the 
« preſent Church, and acknowledge no 
other Faith for the Faith once delivered 
4 #0 the Saints about . ſeventeen hundred 

« Years ago, but that which is now de- 


6. * to them by their preſent Rulers 
. . as 


35 } 


6+. as ſuch. The greater Part of tlieſe 3 


take a very ſhort Method of eſtabliſh 
s ing this Point, and that is, by laying 
% down the Infallibility of the preſent 
“Church. ooh 
„Hur this is a Point ſo eos und ſo 
& utterly void of all Proof, that a great 
1 Body of the Chriſtian World have 


& broke looſe from the Power of this 


© Monſter. And, in order to this, they 


had no other Way, but to declare for 
4 the New Teſtament itſelf, as the only 


„Guide, or Rule of Faith; the only 
„ Deliverer of this Faith to us of later 
« Ages. And this is the very Rule, 1 
<4 have now laid down. But when this 
comes to be put in Practice; too many 
< of the ſame Perfons, who have ſet it 
up as the anly Guide, turti round on 


© a ſudden, and let us know that they 
% mean by it, not. thoſe ſacred original 


< Writings themſelves, but the Intor- 


© pretations; or Senſe, put upon them 


by our ſpiritual Superiors: To which 


we are (ſometimes ſaid to he ohliged, 
Sb F «+ forme. 


» 4 
* | 


/ 


1 
“ {ſometimes are allowed a Liberty of 
Examination: But in effect, put under 
an Obligation to find that to be Truth, 
* whuch is taught by theſe Leaders. 


« BUT ought we not to pay a Regard 
© to thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is to find out 
«the. Truth, and to diſpenſe it to us? 
« Yes undoubtedly : The Regard of ſeri- | 
„ ous Attention, and the Reſpect of a due 
Examination; but not the Submiſſion 
« due only to Infallibility. Shall we 
« not ſubmit our low Underſtandings to 
„ the higher Underſtandings of others? 
« Or ſhall we pretend to oppoſe our 
< Judgements to thoſe of our Superiors ? 
Let theſe, and the like Queſtions be 
«. aſked concerning the chriſtian Laity in 
„all the popiſh Countries; and thoſe 
% of our Church will unanimouſly an- 
_ <<: ſwer,, No: The Rule is quite other- 

«. wiſe. Nay with regard to the Refor- 
% mation, it has been long ago with one 
Conſent faid, that it was a glorious 
Thing not to ſubmit to the Voice of 
any Men, but to reſerve that Regard for 
. nee Corift in matters of Faith. 
„„ e 
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I CANNOT but obſerve, that, in ordet 
& to preſerve this Faith, delivered in thoſe 
© .antient Books, entire; the moſt ſecure, 
as well as the moſt chriſtian Way, is 
« to preſerve the old Words, and the old 
Language, of thoſe Books, as unvaried 
and unchanged as poſſible. The Rea- 
% ſon is plain, becauſe they are the 
« Words, in which it pleaſed God it 
% fhould at firſt be delivered. And there- 
“fore, though many. Perſons may miſ- 
«take in their different Apprehenſions 
„concerning the Senſe of theſe Words; 
«« yet we may be ſure, whilſt we retam 
& theſe Words, that we retain what God 
* himſelf has ſeen fit ſhould be delivered 
and tranſmitted to us, as the beſt Con- 
„ yeyance, all Things conſidered, of the 
7 * required af us. Kp 


« J an ſenſible it is ſaid, 8 Mn ies 
« aroſe, i. e. that fome Men differed 
** from others; in their Notions founded 
upon theſe Words : And therefore, it 

_ was thought neceſſary to change the 
Language, in which this Faith was 
. "delivered ta: us. But did not Almighty 
6 a 8 F 2 60 God 


[ 9 ] 
*.' God foreſee this great Evilof Difference 
*, of Opinion, in the Points in which 
% Men have' ſince differed? He did: 
And yet he left our Fajth delivered in 


e thoſe Words, which are ſaid to have 


been the Foundation of thoſe Diffe- 
* rences, Or, are we wiſer than God, in 
t chufing more effectual Words to this 


. Purpoſe, than thoſe in which the 


* Perſons commiſſioned by him delivered 


4 his Will? Who will-ſay this ? Or did 


« he appoint, that in After-ages the 
e antient Language ſhould be totally 
* changed, for a new Syſtem of Words 
be and that the Faith of Chriſtians ſhould 
0 be delivered over again in Novel Ex- 


* preſſions? If he did, let a plain Text 


% be produced; and not ſuch a conſe- 
« quential Argument, of the Uſefulneſs 
& or Fitneſs of it, as may be urged, 
te even for the * 1 itſelf, 


„BU when new Language has, 
* by the help of ſuch an Argument, 
| $ been introduced; what has been the 


de Effect? Good and” honeſt Men alane 
1 Et USL Theſe have 


3 been 


4 l 
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11 been cramped and diſturbed, and, per- 
x5 haps, deprived of all worldly Privis 
* leges by it. The diſhoneſt, and un- 


„ thinking, and flaviſh Minds have 
. always rejoiced in ſuch an earthly 


% Peculium, as this Method ſecures to 
% them. And, if we conſult Experience, 
$ the new Words invented for the Secu 
« rity of the Faith, with regard both to 
learned and unlearned, have been gene- 
$ rally, ſuch as have inereaſed, and nor 
% diminiſhed Hereſies and Schiſms ; hard 
% Terms, metaphyſical and abſtruſo 
6 Expreſſions, ambiguous themſelves; 
though introduced under pretence of 
e avoiding Ambiguity; utterly unintel 
„ ligible to the Unlearned, who yet are 
#* tobe ſaved by Faith as well as others; 
and eternally debated amongſt the 

Learned. And thus it will always 
$6 2 — when Men become wiſer in theis 


* own Oonceit to prevent Evils, than 
" God himſelf.” 


| Duden ebe ns hlaos 
thegreateſt Writers of the Churchof Eng- 
WEL in the laſt Age, and they wo 
t 
| 
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that no greater Writer in this will con- 


tradict them. Under theſe Authorities 


may not the Diſſenters make their Appeal 
to Heathens, Deiſts, and Mahometans, 
to whom they have on this Occaſion . 
been ſo very injuriouſly compared, and 


| aſk even of them to judge, Whether, 


as Chriſtians, they can in any better 
Manner prove their Reverence to Chriſt, 


| their great Maſter and Lawgiver, than by 


acknowledging no other Authority but 
his? Or better expreſs their Belief of his 
Goſpel; than by receiving it as the Reve- 


lation of the Mind and Will of Gad, 


and as the Rule of their Faith and 
Practice, and by admitting of no human 
Additions to be made to it? 


Bor whatever may be. the practice o of 
others, upon which they do not preſume to 
judge, theſe are the Principles, to which, 


as Chriſtians and as Proteſtants, they think 


themſelves bound to adhere, And they 
humbly hope that none of the Servants 


of Chriſt, their common Lord and Maſ- 


ter, whoſe Coming to publiſh his Goſpel 
was announced by the Declaration of 
: Peace 


LE 

Peace and Good Will to Mankind, and 
at whoſe ſecond Coming we muſt all 
account for the Uſes we have made of 
it; they hope that no Proteſtant Profeſ- 
for of the Goſpel of Peace will think, 
that that Goſpel can be a Ground for 
their obliging other Chriſtians, not be- 
longing to their Church, to violate their 
Conſciences by ſubſcribing to human 
Articles of Faith, which they do not 
ſee to be contained in the Word of God, 
or for their holding them ſubject to 
Fines and Impriſonments, if they do not. 
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